
HIA calls for
builder ratin$s
THE Hou3ilg In4iitry
Association (HIA) con-
tilucsits dush for a ml-
in8 systdn which would
mak. builders mo..
accoutrtible for thcir
work.

Thc HIA h calirg for
th€ introduct ion of a
bui lder ra( ing sysi .m
l inked to r isk-rared
insurancc premiums
\rhich refled lhe previ-
ous pcrformancc and
f inancial  status of
builders.

It bcli€vcs thc syst€m
should be publ ic ly
accountable through
ind€pendent accrcdita-
tion |o ensuc an apPro-
priale l€vel of consumer

She said i t  could b€
used (o rate builders who
could be accredi ted by
an appropnate lhird patty
agency such as th€ Aus_
tra l ian Consumer and

confi dence is develop€d.
Thc cal l  fo l lows

r€cenr claims |hal com-
plainlr against Victori$
bui lders have jumped
narkedly sincc the inbo-
drct ion of  new stat€
bui ld inS rcgis t r . t ion

Regional Dir€clor of
rhe HIA in Victona. Car'
o lyn L loyd,  sa id th€
Association was a very
strong advocale of inao-
ducing buildcr rating and
third pany accr€ditalion.

She said 'he HIA
already used Hom€
Owners Warranry insur-
ance - the only insu.ance
program with a monito.
ing capability - to rate
and continually mooitor
build€r insurance nsks.

'There are clearly sig-
nificant advnntages for
consum€rs in  a system
wh€re insurance premi-
ums are re lated to
build€r performance so
that builders are rewdd-

ed for strong pe.for-
I iance and consrmers
can make infornen d€!i-
sions about their buildcr
bas€d on thcir insurancc
ratin8," Ms Lloyd said.

'"Thc HIA is commit-
ted to pursu,ng a stan-
dardis€d approach to
bui lder registrr t ion
bas€d on uniforln nation-
al  cr i t€r ia governin8
bui lder qual i f icat ions
which arc closely tinked
to builders' capital adc-
quacy and financial and
confactual performance
as currenl ly rat€d by

Ms Lloyd said the
HIA was pushing hard
for the introduction of

ComDelition Council.
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