
When dream
turns nightmare

HE geat Australlan dream of a
home of oui own is both a cllche ancl
a reality.

But an INSICTHT report in the Helotd
Sun revesled ye8terday that it can also be
a rugntmare,
. Clr-ave shortcorntngs in the rcgulation of
ouuders are puttthg at rtsk the llfe savhss
ofvlctorians. The Otfice of Fglr 1}adtne'is
investigating complalnts that thousarids
are falling victlh to rogue end lncom-pe@nn opelators.

Homebullders have been lleeced of
hunabeds of thousand8 of dollars

A cohidentlal State Govemment re-port blunes a new reglstration system
tnat alows a|Inost anyone to tesiater as aquallied bullder, even lf thev have few
formgl qua]lflcat lons.

Unbellevably, INSICUII allscovered.
the 8ysteh allow8 crllrdnals. bsr*tuDtli
and unquallffed tradesEen to obddn
reglstration. lhele are no requtrements ln
the new law8 for pollce to check on the
nnahclal dealtngB of appjtcants.
- It is hardly surprisjng, therefore, that
Dgules obla[red by the HeTatlcl sun sl.Low
that cottrplaints to the Offrce of FelI
Tradjng and Buainess A.falrs have dsen
tlr9matlca.lv.

Moreove!, it ts clear tttat the oualiff-
cations requlred for reg&tm on 

-- 
as

uttle aa a 60-hour TA.FE cou$e _ ere
woefully hadequate.
- These shortcoFings are compounded
Dy [he ract that the supervlsory bodv. the
Builallng Control CoriEdssloir. beileves
the new regktratlon system is both
seriously under-resoulced snd less ef-
flclent than the prevlous ftousins
Gua$ntee Futld sy6teh wNch tt reDlaced
in Mav 1996.'nrough the preseut legislatlon allows
homebuilders reakess alte! the event. itpro\,'ides no plotectlon before work staits
agllnst rcgues ard incohpetents.

In tbts legErd, the Iaws ate es ram-
shackle as solDe of the home6 tbey build.


