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Backflip
on green
rating

would be $7.6 billion, but bene-
fits from reduced energy and
water bills would be worth
$11.52 billion. Environment and
welfare groups say the Coalition
has done nothing to begin meet-
ing the goal for existing homes.
If implemented, the proposal
to abandon compulsory energy
ratings would be the latest in a
series of reversals on climal:;
change-related chmitmen,ts
the Baillieu government.
~ Before the 2010 poll it backed
the legislated target of a 20 per
cent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2020 and criti-
cised Labor for not doing
enough to promote solar power.
fin powe:,h the Coalition has
umped the greenhouse target
and has cut the solar feggin
tariff by more than half.
~In opposition the Coalition
also supported a carbon price as
the best way to cut emissions,
but in government it has cag-
paigned aggressively against the
Gillard government scheme.
~ Alternative Technology Asso-
ciation chief Porter said it
was “ludicrous” to think con-
sumers could make their own
energy efficiency assessments.
“This sort of approach seems to
reflect an ideological opposition
to any sort of environmental reg-
ulation at all,” he said.
Opposition Leader Daniel
Andrews de the move as a
“one-star decision from a no-star
government . . . This will be bad
news for jobs and even worse
news for household energy bills.”
In the attachment to Mr
Wells' letter, Treasury notes that
the public may view the ditching
of the 6-star rating as “a dilution
of Victoria’s building standards”.
It says “appropriate communica-
tions” could make it clear that
safety and construction stand-
ards would not be affected.

Got a tip?
P investigations@theage.com.au




