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Plan to cut
access to
worksites

STEPHEN DRILL

MORE than a dozen militant

union chiefs have been slapped -

with building site bans in a
dramatic escalation of hostili-
ties in Victoria’s $39 billion
construction industry.

Mugshots  of  officials,
including CEMEU  state
secretary John Setka and his
chief lieutenants, will be sent
to building site managers.

The  Master  Builders
Association of Victoria, which
represents 7500 building com-
panies, has issued the picture
gallery, saying the unionists’
right-of-entry permits issued
under federal law had lapsed.

MBAYV industrial relations
general manager Lawrie Cross
told the Herald Sun that the
list and photographs would be
new tools in the fight against
unlawful entry.

“Project managers on sites
can use this tp identify those
officials who do not have
permits,” he said.

The Federal Government
‘aunched a widespread royal
commission into corruption
and bribery in the building
industry this week.

The $100 million inquiry is
axpected to focus on unlawful
entry to building sites and
standover tactics.

Federal Employment Min-
ister Eric Abetz supported the
MBAV’s move, saying that
officials walking on to sites
without permits was a “peren-
nial problem in Victoria”.

The'list of officials from the
Construction, Forestry, Min-
ing and Energy Union who
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have no valid right-of-entry
permits includes its entire
leadership.

Mr Setka, assistant secre-
taries Shaun Reardon and
Elias Spernovasilis, president
Ralph Edwards and vice-presi-
dents Noel Washington and
Derek Christopher top the list.
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There are 13 banned
CEMEU workers on the list,
including organisers Mick
Powell and Paul Sullivan.

Union officials are sup-
posed to provide 24 hours’ no-
tice for entry for industrial
relations disputes but can go

on site immediately if they

identify a safety concern. But
builders complain the right of
entry is abused and officials
come on to sites to go on “fish-

-ing expeditions”, which leads

to penalties for late jobs.

The Herald Sun under-
stands some officials allow
their right-of-entry permits to
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lapse to make it more difficult
to have them removed.

Building - company bosses
then only have the option of
calling police to have officials
removed for trespassing.

Mr Setka has convictions
for trespass dating back to 1987.
stephen.drill@news.com.au

Online
bookie
freezes
$300k

STEPHEN McMAHON

PUNTERS have been left al-
most $300,000 out of pocket
by online bookmaker Canbet.

After having accounts fro-
zen for three months, dis-
gruntled punters have begun
legal action and flooded the
Herald Sun with complaints
about the two Australian-
based directors, Peter Lord and
Graeme White, after a missed
deadline for payment.

But the directors are at-
tempting a last-minute rescue
package after the company’s
major investor, Indian publicly
listed firm Delta, last week
pulled the plug on plans to refi-
nance the bookmaker to help
pay off existing debts.

In a letter sent to customers
yesterday, the directors apolo-
gised for failing to meet the
previous payment promise for
the end of January but pledged
to sell assets to recoup funds
and pay clients.

Canbet, which has a UK
gaming licence, offered live in-
play odds on events ranging
from AFL to horse racing.

Sources close to the com-
pany said it was not “a Bill Vla-
hos-type  situation” and
everything possible was being
done to ensure account hold-
ers got their money back.

Canbet stopped taking bets
in January, blaming an IT mal-
function for a cash flow prob-
lem as the bonuses being
offered outweighed deposits.

A director for Canbet said
this had been a bruising period
in which the leadership team
had faced death threats.

“But we are working as dili-
gently as we can to pay our
debts,” he said. “We acknowl-

edge we had made previous

statements that were made on
the belief these funds would be
forthcoming and apologise for
the inconvenience that this has
caused. Such statements were
made in good faith.”

The Herald Sun visited the
parent company’s office in
Melbourne this week but was
denied entry. Canbet’s legal
representative said it denied
people were being “ripped off”.
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