Apartments made to order

Jonstruction hits the cuttlng
xdge, writes Philip Hopkin:

(ONDA Katsalidis has long
lade his mark in
rchitecture, but the
lelbourne designer is now
reaking radical ground in
e constmcﬁon industry.
| Hisinvention —creating
to build apartments in
tory and piecing them
gether into an apartment
ock on site — is cutting-
| It"echfﬁﬁ?w ted

sa paten
Lstem We are doing
thers are not doing. There is
otalot of prefabrication
[ppening in the world,” he

)ld BusinessDay.

| Katsalidis is in a venture
ith partner Marc Johnson in
» company Unitised
ding, UB builds the
partments in-house at its
rooklyn factory in
[elbourne’s west, “It
asically turns construction
ito manufacturing,”
atsalidis said.

The eight-storey Little
lero project in Russell Place
i the CBD was their first
bmmercial venture. It has
nce been followed by the
D0-apartment, $45 million
he Nicholson in Coburg; the
ve-storey, 109-apartment,
entvm in Plenty Road,
reston, valued at
22 million; and the
115 miihon Pegasus

Eeanstmction. “I was
ioking to make construction
1ore efficient and reduce the
Dstfand improve the quality -
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byu to 50 per cent.

reeyélabh amﬁ:ﬁtlof
mate; ess
waste and lower embodied
energy have given the
&mcess lots of bonus points
1 sustainability, which
prompted VicUrban to use it
~ on the Nicholson Street
ject.
“We can manufacture a LAty
whole range of components.
There are nt fitouts for  Architect Nonda Katsalidis is turning cunsu'ueﬁnn into manufaewringwm prefabrlcatsd building
mmm%m’ aniui:h ovingvan.” Th ade” infa unger,
ts, no height m " There are no made” in factories. Architects more for stror
limitations,” Katsalidis said. ~ postand beam frames had complete design men.” i -
“It's very accurate — the compared with a freedom, 1m]lketmdiﬁonal The future is looking
thing has been builtina conventional concrete prefabrication models. good. “It's a wave — it's the
manufacturing facility.” structure, with its big Crucially, the processhad  way construction will go,” h
Katsalidis said the room-  columns. “We have a saiety‘beneﬂis “You said. “We have a full book
based technology was not work on the ground floor, not  until the end of the year, anc
sukaklﬁmopen planoﬁcas' earthquake- at heights; themisbetter are talking to groups such as
ces. “The walls a brir quality control, and a more mining companies. They
r inclusive labour force,” he can't build fast ennugh in
said. remote locations.”

“You retain people into Brooklyn can work 24
apaxtmentand hospttals. older age, and have more hours a day if needed and
“The furniture can be in. women employees. may be setting up more
there as well. It's like a Conventional building is factories interstate.




